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Greetings: The central li-
brary has been going
through a lot of changes
these past few months. We
added several classic
books nearly 230 of them
from Wordsworth Classics.
Most major writers from
Jane Austen to Fyodor
Dostoevsky to Edgar Allan
Poe are included with good
introductory commentar-
ies. We made several addi-
tions to the collection buy-
ing selections given us by
faculty and also by attend-
ing the recent Book Expo
we have newer books in
computing, business, and
English instruction. We
received several copies of
Saudi Computer Journals
from Mr. Shehzad Ghani.
We also added several new
reference books.

We were successful in add-
ing around 40 new journals
to our holdings with selec-
tion coming from each de-
partment. The newly added

The Central Library has
recently conducted a 2-day
instruction program to the
OYP students as part of its
library awareness cam-
paign.

It was held on 26-27th of

journals are
beginning
to trickle in
so come by |
and read
them. En-
courage
your stu-
dents to do
some  re-
search on
those you
selected. A
few profes-
sors have

been check- Dr. Frank Bruno presents the latest developments in the
ing them out library during the Internal Review.

on a one day
loan usually on Wednesday
to do some professional
development.

In terms of automation we
have been in long negotia-
tions with Advanced Ara-
bian Systems for a Sir-
siDynix Symphony system
which has gone through the
three traditional offers and

February at the Reading
Area of the Central Library.

The library instruction pro-
gram aims to teach stu-
dents basic knowledge on
how to do simple research,
how to easily locate books

is now in the hands of our
senior administration for
We have
separated the bid in two

procurement.

packages. The first is the
system, equipment, hard-
ware and support and the
second, is the databases for
general studies, business
(turn to page 3)

using Library of Congress’
classification system and
how to use an online public
access catalog (OPAC).
Students were also given a
library tour for them to be
familiar (turn to page 4)
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This year’s PSU delegates they gather around to witness
were headed by Dr. Frank
Alan Bruno, Mr. Samawal

Ibrahim and Mr. Lennard

vast exhibit of academic and
recreational books right in the
city center of Riyadh. This year’s
book fair was held on March 2-
11. Among the books exhibited
Riyadh is an exciting event were English and Arabic litera-
for many students, teachers, ture books and medical

and book enthusiasts and ?‘e llhyadth Book Fair's promo- books. Publishers from Japan,
1onal poster.

Plandor. Every year, the
international book fair in
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Germany, China also displayed their book
collections. The book fair gave us the op-
portunity to buy books for the general
interest of the PSU academic community.
Most of the books acquired by the Central
Library were bilingual story books, devel-
opmental books, strategic planning books
and some Arabic computer books.



Name : Adel Khatib
Year/ Course : Junior, Marketing

Research interest: Sports, history
and geography

Special interests: Geography

(reading about popular cities and Khatib takes a pause from
his daily academic routine.

countries)

Favorite book : Building strong
brands by David Aaker

Favorite website:

www.marketingplan.com

Best thing(s) about
the library: The nice
treatment of the li-
brary staff

Worst thing(s) about
the library:
puters!!!

com-

Comments/ sugges-

tions about the li-
brary: increase the number of books
and newspapers

Quotable quotes: “Hitting two birds

with one stone”

April 7th - Seamus Heaney

April 28th - Dr. Frederick Highland - A
writer’s life, Q & A session

May 12th - The 7 Mualagaat of Arabian
poetry

May 26th - William Wordsworth

Meetings are held in the 2nd floor of
the Central Library

(AACSB), and computing/ information
technology (ABET). The first package
will be implemented by the late fall
and the second package will be im-
plemented by early 2009. We are still
in discussion with the faculties of the
various departments on the right data-
base selection.

We recently went through the self-
study process which didn’t have a lot
of surprise in what we need to do in
the library. As we approach the next
year we are hoping to add a couple
more librarians to our staff to handle
reference and electronic services.

CilLESal) aladiuy agady Les A5Sall Lpaals agee
o BB g Gald JSda Aalal) AiSall g ale JSy
ouSaisa (sl g ALdal) Lmalad) agiba B Lgilard
LA A g padail) agliin o Llay)

G AN Jtacall 8 Alflan cl jl 3 (Ganadil) a5 LaS
A s L)

Crpbdieal) o g 5 le Y and / AiSa cppal

Our major efforts will be the conver-
sion of our library to electronic format
and implementing a new library auto-
mation system which should keep us
busy for the next several months.

We hope you find our newsletter of
value and let us know what we can do
to improve our support of your
courses and research.

With kind regards—Dr. Frank Alan
Bruno, Director of the Central Library

Dl LG paa e JS agilsa A iUl
Giladd O pdia g cubdl) jallae ) gigal)
LOSLEAY S sallae ML) Gl

e Wil Al el (il B g
J8y Amalal) Assal) Gilaai aai JaeLaud
JA1 Aadiall LYl g il g8 ALag ale

Wb gi Al claadd) aal ) ABLaYL dacall
U e ¢ gl Al g Lt A<l

200 Slasdy S i A0 bt sy M. Abd : :
8ok 39 o3 Ml Bk cpule] Sty Visiting students in the lib

ullah welcomes the

O AS jidial) 3 ggad) ) B
13 B3 Ay S pal) Al
aaladly aaiaall Aaad g DUl
bl il ) et
Oa e e (e dgdil 1o gan
A jall (2l ) dlsa (e
lran Liaf culiien) g 138 45 o361
5 sial) Aaally Ak daala coa
slas g Ul (14 de gana aua
A8 py (IS 9B g (i) Aiga



Page 4

with the different sections of the li- gram sessions. Interested parties may
brary. contact the library by IP phone 1700
or thru email : library@psu.edu.sa

About 50 students attended the pro-
gram requested by Mr. Geoff Holland
of the English Department.

There was also an open forum in the
last part of the program where stu-
dents are given the chance to ask
questions or give comments or sug-
gestions.

The library is accepting requests from : | A
individuals or groups who want to . =
partake in a library instruction pro- Dr. Bruno gives a welcome remark to the PSU stu-

dents while Mr. Holland and Mr. Plandor listens

Approximately how often do you visit the How oftenisthe reference librarian
library? able to fully answer your questions?
801 80
60 60
40 40
20 20
> o=
Daily Oncea Never Total Often Rarely Don't
Month Know

What type of materials do you mainly Overall, how satisfied are you with the

visit the library to obtain? servicesprovided by the reference How often do you visit the library to use
librarian? a computer toaccessthe internet?
120
100 801 704
804
60-1 607 60-1
o] 401 50
204 204 40
07‘ o 30
Audio/Video Journals  Fiction Total Very Dissatisfied Total 207
Satisfied 107
o
Often Sometimes Rarely Never Total
How often do yourequest assistance from How satisfied are you with the length of
thereference librarian? time it takestoreceiverequested e .
materials from other libraries? How satified are you with the
availability of computers for
® 60+ use to access the internet?
60-1 504
pra
40 304 o 100
: w o
o7 12’ ° Ver: Somewhat
Often Rerely Dont very Undeci ded very Satisf}i,ed Dissativ;’fied
Know Satisfied Dissatisfied




It was a fine Sunday morning of April
when the Central Library had a
chance to interview Dr. Frederick
Highland. He happens to be an Assis-
tant Professor of Communications at
Prince Sultan University and as well as
author of 3 novels, one of which is
Night Falls on Damascus. Below is the
full transcript of the interview:

1. When did you realize that you have
the gift of writing?

FH: I think it was when I was 11 years
old and I read a novel about Napo-
leon. I decided: “You know I can write
a novel.” So that’s what I did. From
then on, I kept on writing.

2. Can you name at least 3 of your fa-
vorite novelists?

FH: There're so many writers that I
admire but I would say that among the
top three, one would be Eric Ambler,
who is really the Father of the Sus-
pense Novel/ Modern Spy Novel. He
“The Mask of
Demetrios.” I'm also fond of John Bu-

wrote such books as

chan, a Scottish novelist at the begin-
ning of the 20th century. He wrote “39
Steps” and other mystery suspense
novels. Among the modern writers, I
am really fond of Martin Cruz-Smith,
his series of mystery novels star a Rus-
sian detective. Gorky Park is his most
famous.

3. Are they the ones who influenced
your writing?

FH: To some extent, I have to say Eric
Ambler because he really is the Fa-
ther of Modern Spy Novel and that’s
the genre I'm writing in.

4. What’s the most treasured book in
your personal library aside from the
novels that you have written?

FH: Well, ifI were on a
deserted island and
there’s only one book
to choose, I would
choose E.B. Brewer’s
Dictionary of Phrase &
Fables. It is a collec-
tion of all sorts of won-
derful information and
stories and that would
give me plenty of ma-
terials to write.

5. Whenever you experience writer’s
block, how do you deal with it?

FH: I have a little technique that I've
learned and that is to never finish a
chapter on a particular day but to stop
before I finish a chapter. That way the
next day, I can continue on and I don't
have to stare at a blank page. Every
time I just keep writing and then I
pause just before the end and then the
next day I can pick up where I left off.

6. Do you have any special rituals be-
fore you sit down and write?

FH: I have a little mantra that I say
every time before I begin writing and
it goes like this: Clarity, concentra-
tion, perseverance, gracefully. I think
those are the four concepts to keep in
mind as a writer. I say that every time
before I begin writing and off I go.

1. Why is your book entitled Night
Falls on Damascus? Did you use any
symbolism for the title or the story in
general?

Dr. Frederick Highland smiles as he answers
questions during the interview

FH: Actually, Night Falls on Damascus
has a history of its own. Originally I
wrote the book in 1999 and it was enti-
tled “The  Street
Called Straight.” 1
sent it in to an agent
in New York, she
liked the manuscript
well enough but she
said nobody would
understand that title. I
went through literally
hundreds of
before 1

titles
. fixed on
Night Falls on Damas-
cus which my agent
and my editor rated as a good one.
The title is effective because it creates

a sense of mystery.

8. When did you come up with the
story?

FH: Since 1999, it has gone through

(continued on the next page)

Available
for Lending

Night Falls
on Damascus
A novel by Frederick Highland tells the story

of a French Syrian police inspector, Nikolai

Faroun, caught up in a complex murder in-

vestigation of a beautiful and controversial

woman from a prominent Damascus family.
(Publisher's Weekly, c2006)




many revisions and didn't get pub-
lished until 2006. You can see it’s been
a long period of time and I actually
spent three years of solid writing.

9. What is the story all about?

FH: Well I think the best way to de-
scribe the book is to open the inside
cover. You will find a little description
there that says it best. (see poster on
page 8)

10. How does it differ from your two
previous novels?

FH: Night Falls On Damascus is my first
full fledged historical mystery and it
differs from the other books in that
way.

11. Who is your favorite character in
the novel?

FH: My favorite character would have
to be the hero, Nikolai Faroun. I was
compelled to tell his story because
he’s Lebanese by birth but he is work-
ing for the French in Syria in the
1930s. The French had occupied Syria,
the Syrians did not like the French and
Faroun doesn't like the French even
though he works for them and the
Syrians do not like Faroun as he works
for the French. Now he is a man be-
tween two worlds and that’s what in-
trigued me about him.

12. What message do you want to con-
vey to your readers?

FH: My concern in fiction writing is
always—Do I have a good story here?
If I have one, then readers will be car-
ried along with it and all sorts of ideas
can be conveyed along the way.

13. Among the 3 novels that you have on to www.frederickhighland.com
written, which is your personal favor-

ite?

FH: I like all of them. The Mystery Box
because it is experimental and plays
with images and words; Ghost Eater
because it is a river journey in a rich
locale; Night Falls on Damascus be-
cause I loved creating and solving a
puzzle.

14. Aside from being a successful
writer/ novelist and university lec-

turer, I learned that you were also a
tropical agriculturalist and merchant
seaman. Is there anything else that
you want to accomplish in this life-
time?

FH: There is quote from EM Forster
that goes something like this: “You
have to be willing to give up the life
you have planned in order to have the
life that is waiting for you.” I think that
means my next role will find

el Chickens in Libraries (from IFLA.org)
keep telling stories.

15. Any advice/ tips you
want to share with aspiring
writers?

FH: Explore, travel inwardly
and outwardly, see some-
thing of the world. Study
human nature. Then write.
16. Any parting words to
your readers and followers?
FH: All will be revealed just
before I make my exit.

For more information about
Dr. Frederick Highland, log
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an introduction to

1. Basic finance :

financial institutions, investment and
management / Herbert B. Mayo. -9th
ed.— Australia : Thomson Learning,

c20017.

2. Introducing organizational behavior
and management / David Knights and
Willmott, Hugh. - Australia : Thomson
Learning, c2007.

3. Internet marketing & e-commerce /
Ward Hanson and Kirthi Kalyanam. -
Australia : Thomson Learning, c2007.

4. Computer graphics using OpenGL /
F.S. Hill Jr. and Stephen Kelley. -3rd
ed.— New Jersey : Pearson Education,
c2007.

8. Principles of marketing / Philip Kot-

BB
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ler and Gary Armstrong. —12th ed.--
New Jersey Pearson Education,

c2008.

6. Digital design / M. Morris Mano and
Michael D. Ciletti. —4th ed.-New Jer-
sey : Prentice Hall, c2007.

1. Process-based strategic planning /
Rudolf Grunig and Richard Kuhn. - 4th
ed.— Berlin : Springer, c2006.

8. Life lines / Peter Viney. -[Riyadh] :
Ray Publishing, c2007. (English-
Arabic short story)

9. Marashi’s pocket medical diction-
ary : English —Arabic / Dr. Mohammad
Oussama Marashi. - Beirut : Librarie
du Liban Publisher, c2003.

10. Brave new world / Aldous Huxley.
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- [Riyadh] Ray Publishing, ¢1999.

(English-Arabic short story)

11. The jungle book / Rudyard Kipling. -
[Riyadh] Ray Publishing, c¢2007.
(English-Arabic short story)

12. Treasure Island / Robert Louis Ste-
venson. - [Riyadh]
c2007.
for complete list)

&

: Ray Publishing,
(email brequiero@psu.edu.sa

New books ready to be shelved.



